BY THE KING. 


| « ef Proclamation Commanding the 

uſe of the "Book of CoMmon-P ans. + 
we to Law , netwithſkanding the 

| Ee Draterete, Of 
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| Hz nxas bya Printed Paper, dated the third of 
fannery laſt paſt, intituled, Au Ordinance of Par- 
1qre” » Sechout pans. 1 (ommen- Pray- 
# , and for eſt abli d putting in exeention 

the DireBory for the Publique Worſhip of God , It 
is aid ro be ordained amongſt other things , That the Book of 


1 
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Common-Prayer ſhould not remaine, or be from tHenceforth- 
uſed inany Charch, Chappell, or place of publique Worſhip 
within the Kingdome of England, ot Dominion of Wales; And 
that the Direfory for publique Worſhip in that printed Paper 
ſet forth, Gould be from thenceforth ufed, purſued, and ob- 
fcrved in all Exerciſes of publique Worſhip of God in every 
Congregation, Church, Chappel], and place of pablique Wor. 
ſhip. And by another printed Paper, dated the 23'h day of 
Anguft |aft paſt, intituled, An Ordinance of the Lgrds and (om. 
wons afſembledin Parliament, for the more effet@all putting in 
execution the DireFtory for Publique Worſoip, +. particular 
direRions are ſcr downe for the ojſperfing,publiſhing, and uſe 
of the ſaid DireFory, inal! Pariſhes, Chappelries, and Donz«- 
tives , and for the calling in and foppreſſing of all Bocks of 
Common- Prayer, under ſeverall fortcitures and penaltics to - 
be levyed and impoſed upon ConviRtion before Iuſtices of 
Aſlize,or of Oyerand Terminer, and of the Peaceyas by the ſaid 
two printed Papers may appeare. And taking into Our Conſi-- _ 
deration, that the Book o mon-Prayer, which is endca- 
voured thus to be aboliſhed , was Compiled in the times of 
Reformation, by the moſt Learned and Pious Men of that Age, 
and cdefended and confirmed with the Martyrdome of many ; 
and was fir cſtabliſhed/by A of Parliamentin the time of- 
King Edvard the ſixth , and neverrepealed or Jaid afide, fave 
only in that ſhort time of Queene MarierReigne, npon the 
Ragracgh Poperyand Superſtition ; and in the firſt yeare of 
Queene Elizabeth , it was againe revivedand eſtabliſhed by 
A&ot Parliament, andthe repeale of itthen dechred by the 
whole.Parliament, to have been to the great decay of the due 
honour of God, and diſcomfort to the Profeflors of the trath of 
Chriſts Rcligion : and ever ſince it hath been uſed and obſer- 
ved for above foureſcore yeares yogether, inthe beſt rimes of 
Peace and Plenty that ever this Kingdome enjoyed 4 and that- 
itconteines in it an excellent Forme of Worſhip and Service 
of God, grounded uponthe Holy Scriptures , and is a fingular 
meancs and help to Devotion in all Congregations, and that, 
or ſome other of the like Forme, (imply neceſſary in thoſe mas 
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ny ConmontanmidchnunethoothrdeGypigct by lears- 
ned and abie men. and keeps up an uniformity in the Church, 
of England; And that the Direfery, which is ſought to beiw- - 
rroduced, is 3 meanes to open the way, mane liberty to 
all ignorant Factious,or evill mengto broach their owne fancies 
and.conceits,, be they never ſo wicked and erroneous ; and to 
miſlead People into finne and Rebellion, and to utter thoſe 
things, even in that which chey make for their Prayer in their 
Congregations as in Gods preſence, which no Conſcientious 
mancan aſſent or ay Amen to. And be the Miniſter never fo 
Pious and Religious ,. yet it will break that uniformity. which 
hitherto hath been held in Gods Service , and be a meanes to 
raiſe Fatiens and Diviſions in the Churchg And thoſe many 
-ongregations in this Kingdome , where able and Religious 
initers cannot be maintained, mult be |c ft deſtiuace of all help 
or meancs for their publique Worſhip and Service-vt God. 
Andobſerving likewiſe, that ne reaſon is givertor this altera- 
tion, but only /»ceuveniencealleadged in the Genera)l (and 
whether pride and Avarice be not the-ground ,- whether Re- 
bellion and deſtration of Monarchy-be nat the intention. of 
ſome , -and Sacriledge and the Churches Poſleſſions the aymes 
andhopcs of others, and theſe ngw Dire@ories, the mcancs to 
prepare and draw the infor all, We leave tohim who 
ſearches and knowes the hearts of men.) And taking into Oar 
farther Conſideration, that this alceratjon is iatroduced by co» 
lour of Ordinarices of Parliament,ma7e without and againſt Our 
Conſent,and againſt an Expreſſc A of Parliament ſtill in force, 
and the ſame Ordinances made as perperuall binding Lawes, 
infliting penalties and puniſhments, which was never, before 
theferitmes,16 muchas pretended to have beentheuſe or pow- 
er of Ordinances of Partiament}, withoutan exprefſe Aﬀof 
Parliament, to which We are to be Parties. Now leaſt Our fi» 
lence ſhould be interpreted « buperen a conhivance or indifie. 
rency in Vs,in a matter ſo highly concerning the Worſhip and 
Serviceof God, the Pcace and Vuity of the Church and State, 
and the eſtabliſk'd Lawes of the Kingdome, We bave therefore 
thought fir to Publiſh this Oar Proclamation ; And We _ 
*" 2. hereby- 


hereby Require and Command #1l and (agular Miniſters in all 
Cachcdrall and Pariſh-Churches, and other places of publique 
Worſhip, within Our Kingdome of England or of 
Wales; and all other to whom it ſhall appertaine, That the faid' 
Book of Common-Prayecr be kept «nd uſed in all | 
ls, and placesof publique Worſhip, eceording tothe 
aid Statute made in thatbehalfc in the ſaid firſt yeare of the aid 
late Queene Elizaberh ; And that the ſaid DireFory be in no 
fort admicred,received,or uſed, the faid pretended Ordinances, 
orany thing in them contained to rhe contrary, notwithſtand- 
ing. And Wedoc hereby let them know, thatwhenſoever ie 
ſhall pleaſe Godto reſtore Vs toPeace, and the Lawes totheix 
nds ——er rpg erm res mr nenrnln wr 
time) We ſhallrequirea 
the breakereof the faid Law , according tothe force thereof. 
and in the meenc time, in ſob places where We ſhall come, 
and find the Book of Common- Prayer ſuppreſt and laid afide, 
And the Dweftory introduced, We (hall account all thoſe that 
ſhall be , AQtors, or Contrivers therein, tobe Perſons 
tw the Re Lawcseſtabliſh'd; and this they 
muſt expe, beſides lofle which they hall fuftaine 
by ſoffcring themſelves chus ro be deprived of the uſe and com- 
fore of the ſaid Book. Girvenar Our Comr t Oxromnp, 
thu Thirteenth day of November, in the One and Twentieth 
geare of Our Reigne, 1645. . 


GOD SAVE THE KING, 


Priatedat Oxford,by Leonard Lichfield, 


Printer to the Univerlitie. 
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